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Please join us at our most celebrated meeting of the year, next RPWST Annual Scholarship Banquet.  The 
banquet will take place on Wednesday, May 9th at Annadele’s Plantation located at 71518 Chestnut Street 
in Covington, LA 70433.  The social will begin at 6:30 PM and will be followed by a seated dinner at 7:30 
PM.  Our guest speaker will be Cynthia Lee Sheng, Jefferson Parish Councilwoman At-Large, Division B.   

Tickets must be purchased in advance to attend.  Please RSVP via Evite or e-mail at 
RPWST2013@gmail.com.  
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Attention Members:  New Meeting Policy 
 

 

 

Due to recent developments, we have found it necessary to impose a new meeting policy for dinner 
meetings at our local restaurants.  To be sure you have a seat at our meeting, please RSVP by the  
designated date and time included in your invites prior to meetings by either EVITE or e-mail.   

Please understand that most restaurants require a firm head count at least seven (7) days prior to our 
meeting.  Should you RSVP and do not show up or send someone in your place, we will need to invoice 
you for the $35.00 dinner fee as RPWST has to pay the cost of same.  In order to avoid being in-
voiced, please notify us one week prior to the meeting that you will be unable to attend.  Please make 
checks payable to RPWST.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Francoise Parr  May 27th 
 
Pamela Ferguson May 30th  

May Birthdays 
 

Happy Birthday to our  
very special members! 
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RPWST Minutes  
April 15, 2018 Meet-and-Greet at  

the home of Jacki Schneider 
———————–————————————————————————————— 

 
Call to Order and Welcome: After sign in and social, Treasurer Jacki Schneider called the meeting to order.  (President Pam 
Ferguson was out due to medical issues) 
 
Invocation, the National Federation of Republican Women’s Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jacki. 
 
Jacki welcomed our guest which included women from the Lacombe and Washington Parish Republican Women’s groups and 
officials, State Central Committee Members herself, Jacki Schneider & Pat Phillips, Councilwoman & RPEC Member Maureen 
O’Brien, and Mandeville Republican Women Past President and RPEC Member Linda Begue. 
 
Business Meeting and Reports: 
 
 Minutes:  Daphne Misuraca advised that the minutes of our March meeting were given in the RPWST March 
 Newsletter and asked if any corrections were needed.  No corrections were needed thus the minutes from the February 
 meeting were approved as posted. 
 
 Membership:  No membership update was given due to Donna Harvin not being able to attend the meeting. 
 
 Treasury:  Jacki Schneider gave the treasury report and handed out a copy of the report to all members in  
 attendance.  It is advised that any member can make a request to view the treasury report if so desired.   
 
Jacki announced our Guest Speaker, Mandeville Republican Women Past President and RPEC Member Linda Begue.  
Linda enlightened us with details of who RPEC is and its purpose.  The Republican Executive Committee (RPEC) is the official 
and governing body of the Republican Party of our parish.  Which better known on the Federal and State levels as GOP and 
LAGOP.  It is a committee of 19 members elected to a four year term by republican voters,  The primary focus is on voter educa-
tion, voter outreach and increased voter participation in the election process.  Also after an intense review of the republican candi-
date’s qualifications RPEC endorses candidates.  RPEC meetings are held on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the Parish Council 
Chambers and republicans are invited and encouraged to attend. 
 
New Business:  None discussed. 
 
Old Business: 
 Scholarship Banquet:  Susan Strain gave us an update on the Scholarship Banquet.  Letters have been sent out to all 
political officials and our members.  Tickets are $65 per person and donations are being requested from all.  The number of schol-
arships given out will depend on the amount funds available.  At this moment, purchased tickets and donations are low. 
 
 Raffle Fundraiser:  Susan Strain and Kristi Thomas are the chairpersons for our raffle fundraiser.  Raffle tickets will be 
$50 each and we are asking that each member sell 10 tickets.  Some of the items in the raffles will be a Bay St. Louis Condo 
weekend for two, Condo in Destin, 2 Fishing Charters and a TBB Pergola.  We are working on more items and will provide more 
details at our next meeting. 
 
We will also have raffles at future meetings that will include jewelry, gift baskets and wine in the bag.  If you have any items you 
would like to donate to this cause, please contact Pam. 
  
Future meetings, potential speakers and events in support of this year’s theme:   
 
 May 9th Scholarship Banquet, held at Annadeles.   

Committee Chairperson – Stephanie Danielson.  $65 per person plus donations are being accepted. 
June   Will hold an open board meeting. 
July:   No meeting this month.   

 August – December TBD 
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Each year, our organization finds numerous ways to give back to our community.  And each 
year, we passionately work to provide scholarship opportunities for high school senior women 
who have the drive, spirit, and values to one day become professional Republican women.  This 
year is no exception, and we are asking our members to contribute any way that they can in 
order to make this scholarship, as well as our scholarship banquet, a success.  All of your dona-
tions, whether time or monetary, are greatly appreciated in preparation for the event.  We also 
ask that your reach out to your local businesses, family, and friends to contribute to this very im-
portant cause.  No matter how large or small, each contribution works toward making our schol-
arship program successful. 
 
Our annual Scholarship Banquet will be held on May 9, 2018 at 6:30 PM at Annadele’s Planta-
tion in Covington, and we are proud to announce that our speaker will be Cynthia Lee Sheng 
Jefferson Parish Councilwoman At-Large, Division B. Please make arrangements to attend as this 
is one of the most celebrated meetings of the year. 
 
About Our Speaker:  Cynthia Lee Sheng showed an interest in public service early in her life 
and obtained a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from George Washington Univer-
sity.  She is a graduate of the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center and served for 10 
years as a federal law enforcement officer with the Immigration and Naturalization Service in 
Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Maryland and Newark, New Jersey.  Before running for office 
and serving on the Jefferson Parish Council Cynthia practiced as a CPA specializing in litigation 
support.  Cynthia’s family is well known to Jefferson Parish residents. Her grandfather opened 
the House of Lee Restaurant in the 1950s at the corner of Causeway and Veterans Memorial 
Boulevard.  Cynthia’s father was Sheriff Harry Lee who proudly served and protected Jefferson 
Parish for over 28 years. Cynthia was educated at St. Angela Merici, Mount Carmel Academy, 
Loyola University and George Washington University. Cynthia has two teenage children, Gavin 
and Miranda who live with her in Metairie.   
 
Thank you to all members for making RPWST scholarship such a success in the past.  We hope to 
continue this tradition, encouraging young Republican women to succeed in higher education and 
take pride in their country as well as the Republican Party. 





 

LFRW Member Special Rate: 
 

Please make $100 check made payable to: Republican Legislative  
Delegation Campaign Committee, Inc, .  In the Memo line please put LFRW Mem-
ber.  Only LRFW Members get this rate. 
 
Mail payments to: The Louisiana Republican Legislative Delegation, P.O. Box 
44422, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4422 before May 16, 2018.  If mailed late, 
the tickets will  be at WILL CALL at the event. 
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Louisiana Federation of Republican Women (LFRW) welcomes you.  By joining 
a local club, you can be a part of a group of over 2,000 Republican Women lo-
cated throughout the State of Louisiana.  And, you will be a member of our na-
tional organization, National Federation of Republican Women (NFRW). 
 
LFRW has 40 clubs in communities across the state.  Membership is open to all 
registered Republicans who believe in the principles of the Republican Party.  To 
become an active member of a club, you must be a registered Republican 18 
years or older. Dues at the local level vary depending on the Club.   On our 
LFRW Home Page, you can locate a club in your area by going to the LFRW 
Clubs section on the left panel.   
 
LFRW welcomes the formation of new clubs in any parish or community where 
presently there is no local club.  If you are interested in starting a club where 
there is a need, the Region Vice President of the geographic area nearby your 
community will offer you assistance.  Contact info@lfrw.org for more information. 
 
Download your membership application at: http://www.lfrw.com/membership.php 

This year, BECOME INVOLVED.  Join the 
LFRW. 

 

“Believe in 
something 
bigger than 
yourself… 
get  
involved in 
the big 
ideas of 
your time. 
 
-Barbara Bush 

http://
sttammanyrepublicans.org/
republicanprofessionalwomenofs
ttammany.html 

 
 

Attention: Date Change for  
The Southern Republican  

Leadership Conference 
 

 New Date: January 18 & 19, 2019 
 
 

 Room Block has been secured at the Hilton  
 Garden Inn.    
 Rooms are not currently available, but once they 
 are  opened, members will be notified. 







REPUBLISHED ARTICLE FROM 1988, HONORING BARBARA BUSH    April 25, 2018 

NFRW President Judy Hughes Visits Barbara Bush  
 
During a visit with Barbara Bush this past June, at the Vice President’s residence, NFRW President Judy Hughes discovered that 
Mrs. Bush, not unlike her husband George, is coming into her own during this election season. She is expanding her personal 
agenda, and focusing on issues of national concern as she campaigns to elect George Bush as President of the United States.  
 
Whether you are meeting Barbara Bush for the first time or the fiftieth, several words immediately come to mind: warm, caring, 
concerned, poised, and gracious.  
 
In the midst of a hectic campaign schedule, Mrs. Bush, accompanied by her ever-present springer spaniel, Millie, took time out to 
relax at home and to visit with Judy who asked her about plans to expand upon her well-known advocacy of adult literacy.  
 
“George has chosen as one of his themes ‘invest in our children,’” Mrs. Bush says. “Having spent 10 years promoting literacy, 
I’m thinking of leaning slightly more toward our children because they’re our future. But that wouldn’t take me out of adult liter-
acy, because every time you teach an adult, you really teach children.”  
 
Mrs. Bush expresses concern that few Americans know of her battle against illiteracy and tells of how she became interested in 
the cause in 1978, when her husband first decided to run for the presidency. “I had always volunteered in hospitals, and that’s 
wonderful, but I did it in individual hospitals, and that’s not a cause you can carry around the whole country. I kept thinking about 
what would be the greatest thing. And it really came to me that everything I cared about would be better if more people could read 
and write. And how right I was.”  
 
Mrs. Bush praises Nancy Reagan’s anti-drug campaign, saying America owes the First Lady an enormous debt for her drug-
prevention efforts. To her “Just Say No” campaign, Mrs. Bush says she would add “Say Yes to Education.”  
 
“I think a lot of kids get into drugs because they are frustrated, they miss out on school, for some reason they are lonely, unloved 
maybe, and I think literacy counts there too,” she added.  
 
Barbara told Judy that she is especially eager to promote her husband’s campaign to be America’s “Education President.” Her 
interest in educating America’s youth is apparent as she refers to numerous figures on illiteracy.  
 
But her concern is not limited to an understanding of educational statistics. She brings human insight and family oriented solu-
tions to these problems. “I know when you go to the prisons, over fifty percent of our prison inmates are functionally illiterate, 
eleven percent of our seventeen year olds are illiterate. So, we need to work in bettering and tightening up our school system and 
helping get parents back to being involved. I’m a big advocate of family. I believe your first teacher is your mother.”  
 
She also sees the family as a solution to many other social problems. For example she speaks out about teen pregnancy, a problem 
which deeply concerns her. “We’ve got to crack down on the fathers – you can’t even say husbands anymore,” she says sadly.  
 
Becoming passionate she added, “We’ve got to educate our children, particularly women. I feel very strongly about this, and I’ve 
got to be careful. But it’s a one-way street for women when they’re having babies as teenagers. For the man it’s scot-free – but for 
a woman it’s a one-way street and in many cases, I’m sad to say, it’s down.”  
 
“We’ve got to point out to these girls that there’s nothing they can’t do in life. We’ve got to make sure that these young women 
are loved as children, loved as teenagers, they don’t have to go out of their homes for love.” Judy comments, “Barbara speaks as if 
she knows each girl personally and wants to help carry their burden, and by just listening to her, you know she would.” Mrs. Bush 
went on to say, “There’s plenty of time for babies, and plenty of time for real commitments. These fly-by-night relationships are 
doing nothing but locking women into poverty.”  
          (continued on page 13) 
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Instead, she told Judy, she favors the Republican plan of diversity in day care as opposed to the Democrats’ proposal to subsi-
dize child care for working mothers only. “We want to give each woman a choice as to whether she can stay home with her chil-
dren, take her children to a church day care center, or have her mother stay [with the children.] Women should be rewarded 
across the board. The Democrats’ idea is to reward only the mothers who work.” Citing the Democrats’ plan she explains that if 
we follow their lead, we’ll have to cut out church day care centers, which she believes are among the best this country has to 
offer.  
 
Quickly, she brings up New Hampshire Governor John Sununu’s plan which would ease state liability laws surrounding child 
care centers. She is also a proponent of providing economic benefits for companies who provide on-site child care for employ-
ees.  
 
Millie, the aforementioned springer spaniel, who has been sitting on Barbara’s lap, shifts her position. The mood changes, and 
the conversation shifts to the Vice President, the campaign, and the so-called gender gap which at the time allegedly existed be-
tween George Bush and American women.  
 
Barbara says that she is not fazed by the talk of such a gap, as she is confident that women who care about peace and the econ-
omy will back the Vice President. She explains that she believes once women see George Bush actively pursuing his education 
goals, his concern for day care, AIDS victims, and the homeless, as well as his positions on economic and foreign policy, they 
will understand that he does care about the future of our nation. She was right. Only days after the Republican National Conven-
tion, polls showed the so-called gap had disappeared.  
 
Barbara glowingly speaks about her husband’s record on issues of grass roots importance. She gives example after example of 
his community service, an area of particular pride which she believes demonstrates his caring and concern. “For 45 years George 
has been active in the United Negro College Fund. This is not something he has done for politics, this is the way he thinks and 
feels. The world really is a better place because of George Bush. Places he’s lived are better because he cares about them and not 
because he’s put in political lip-service, but because he’s worked and done his part.”  
 
One aspect of the campaign which troubles Barbara is that she must be apart from her husband more often than she likes. “I 
haven’t been doing as much of that [traveling with the Vice President] as I’d like. But I’m committed from now until November 
to giving my utmost. If the campaign thinks it would be best for me to go to East Oshkosh, I’ll do it,” she laughs. “I suspect I’ll 
be with George some. I suspect I’ll be away from him mostly. I don’t like that,” she concedes, “but that’s the way it is.”  
 
Although Barbara does not accompany the Vice President as often as she would like, she nevertheless has a full campaign 
schedule of her own. She is a tireless campaigner who attends political functions on a daily basis, and she won’t hesitate to tell 
you that she enjoys it. She says she’s been in politics so long that these events are an opportunity for her to catch up with old 
friends and thank them for the work they’ve done.  
 
Many of those old friends are members of NFRW. Mrs. Bush is quick with genuine praise of the organization and its member-
ship. “I’ve followed the Federation with enormous interest.” She reminisces about the days when her husband was Chairman of 
the Republican National Committee (RNC) and the Federation was, as she put it, “a step cousin” to the RNC. “You got an al-
lowance,” she recalls. “The Federation has grown so that today you need no money from the National Committee. I mean, it’s 
the most amazing organization and I would like to see you continue what you’re doing. It’s wonderful,” she remarks to a beam-
ing Judy Hughes.  
 
As a frequent guest of state federation conventions, as well as a most appreciated “regular” to NFRW conventions, Mrs. Bush is 
current on many Federation projects and activities. “One of the things that’s really pleased me is the fact that the Federation has 
gotten involved in things other than just Party politics.” This comment reinforces her strong belief in community service and the 
Republican philosophy of neighbor-helping-neighbor comes through again. “They [clubs] have taken on causes and they’ve be-
come so active in their community. I think that’s very important.”  
 
She then made the Federation an offer no one will refuse. “If George gets elected, I would hope that a certain amount of my time 
would be dedicated to helping the Party grow. It’s important to do it during off election years, and I hope the Federation would 
call upon me to help.”  
 
Reflecting on her role as the Vice President’s wife and anticipating the role of the First Lady, Barbara Bush said that she hoped 
America would maybe be a little more literate because of her. And when it’s all said and done she answered, “I’d like people to 
think of me as caring.” Don’t worry, Barbara, they already do.  


